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- The Read2Innovate: A Group Reading Initiative

The visionary force behind Read2Innovate: A Group Reading Initiative
was Dr. Mahesh Solanki, Librarian, Central Library, Gujarat Technological
University. It was under his dynamic leadership and academic foresight that
this meaningful initiative was conceptualized and brought to life.

Believing that libraries are not merely repositories of books but incubators
of 1deas, Dr. Mahesh Solanki envisioned Read2Innovate as a transformative
platform to rekindle the culture of deep reading within the university
ecosystem. His initiative stemmed from a strong conviction that sustained
reading nurtures critical thinking, strengthens research capabilities, and
shapes intellectually empowered individuals.

The enthusiastic participation of faculties and students reflected the
collective commitment of the GTU academic community toward
continuous learning and innovation.

The initiative also aligned with the broader mission of the university to
foster research aptitude, critical inquiry, and holistic development among
learners.



The event began with the warm welcome and felicitation of the
distinguished guests, acknowledging their contribution to
education and knowledge dissemination. The dignitaries were
honored as a gesture of respect and gratitude.

The ceremonial Saraswati Vandana added a spiritual and
scholarly essence to the occasion. The invocation symbolized
the pursuit of wisdom and enlightenment, reinforcing the core
theme of the initiative — the celebration of knowledge through
reading. The dignified beginning created a positive academic
ambiance and prepared the audience for an intellectually
enriching session.

In his encouraging address, Dr. K N Kher, Registrar, GTU,
congratulated the Central Library team and The Book Talk Club
for organizing a meaningful and intellectually stimulating event.

He emphasized that universities are not merely centers for
examination and certification, but hubs for intellectual cultivation.
Reading, according to him, plays a central role in building academic
rigor and professional competence. He highlighted that regular
reading improves comprehension skills, enhances research
capabilities, and strengthens academic writing.

Dr. Kher further stated that structured group reading activities create accountability and discipline among
participants. When individuals read collectively, it builds a culture of shared learning and motivates others to
remain consistent. He encouraged departments to conduct similar initiatives periodically to sustain the

momentum generated by the event.




« Address By Mr. Harsh Barot & Website Launch

A remarkable highlight of the event was the official launch of a website by Mr. Harsh Barot, Member of
The Book Talk Club. The launch marked a progressive step toward integrating technology with reading
culture and expanding the reach of literary engagement beyond physical boundaries.

During his address, Mr. Barot shared his experiences working with The Book Talk Club and explained
how collaborative reading sessions foster intellectual bonding among members. He spoke about how
digital platforms can facilitate book reviews, discussion forums, recommendations, and literary
interactions among students and faculties.

The website launch symbolized innovation in promoting reading culture and demonstrated how
technology can be leveraged to build an active and dynamic community of readers.

- Keynote Address by Dr. Jayendrasinh Jadav

The keynote lecture was delivered by Dr. Jayendrasinh Jadav, who eloquently elaborated on the
transformative power of reading. His address was both inspiring and thought-provoking,
emphasizing that reading is a foundational pillar of academic excellence and personal growth.
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Dr. Jadav discussed how consistent reading habits:

Strengthen cognitive abilities and analytical reasoning

Improve vocabulary and communication skills

Enhance imagination and creativity

Broaden perspectives and develop empathy

Encourage independent thinking and informed decision-making

He shared practical strategies for cultivating reading habits, such as setting daily reading goals, maintaining
reading journals, and engaging in discussions to deepen comprehension. Through real-life examples of scholars,
innovators, and leaders who were avid readers, he demonstrated how reading significantly contributes to success
and character development.

His speech resonated strongly with the audience, motivating them to incorporate reading into their daily routine
as a disciplined practice rather than an occasional activity.

 Group Reading Activity

The central feature of the initiative was the 15-minute silent group reading activity, in which all participants
engaged wholeheartedly. Faculty members and students read books of their choice, ranging from academic texts
to motivational and literary works.

The collective silence during the activity created a powerful academic atmosphere within the library premises. It
was a moment of shared concentration and intellectual immersion. The activity successfully demonstrated that
even a short, structured reading session can significantly enhance focus and mental clarity.

Participants expressed that reading together instilled a sense of accountability and motivation. The exercise
highlighted how small, consistent efforts can gradually develop into lifelong habits.



« Objectives Achieved

The Read2Innovate initiative successfully achieved several key
objectives:
« Promoted a culture of regular reading among faculties and
students
« Encouraged interdisciplinary intellectual engagement
« Strengthened the role of the Central Library as a knowledge hub
« Fostered collaboration between academic bodies and reading
communities

« Demonstrated the impact of collective learning practices

The program effectively conveyed that innovation begins with knowledge, and knowledge begins with reading.

« Conclusion

The event concluded with a heartfelt Vote of Thanks, expressing gratitude to the dignitaries, guest speaker,
organizing committee, faculty members, and students for their enthusiastic participation and support. The
organizers acknowledged the collective efforts that ensured the smooth execution of the initiative.

The program ended with the National Anthem, reinforcing unity and shared academic purpose.

Overall, the Read2Innovate: A Group Reading Initiative emerged as a significant step toward building a
sustainable reading culture within GTU. It served as a reminder that reading is not just an academic
requirement but a transformative habit that nurtures innovation, wisdom, and lifelong learning.




« Honorable Cheif Minister’s Appreciation Letter

We are proud to share that Dr. Mahesh Solanki, Librarian, Central Library, GTU, received a Letter of
Appreciation from the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Gujarat for successfully hosting Read2Innovate: A Group
Reading Initiative.
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